
18 July 2008 
 
Ministry of Economic Development 
PO Box 1473 
Wellington 
 
Email to: radiospectrum@med.govt.nz 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Re: Submission on Proposals for Operation of the Managed Spectrum Park in the 
2.5 GHz band. 
 
1. Introduction: 
 
1.1 This submission is from InternetNZ (the Internet Society of New Zealand Inc), and 
is in response to the discussion paper “Proposals for Operation of the Managed 
Spectrum Park in the 2.5GHz Band”. 
 
1.2 InternetNZ is a membership-based not-for-profit organisation responsible for the 
administration of the .nz domain name system. Our mission is to protect and promote 
the Internet in New Zealand; we advocate the ongoing development of an open and 
uncaptureable Internet, available to all New Zealanders. 
 
1.3 InternetNZ is very supportive of the Managed Spectrum Park (MSP) concept 
because of its potential application in improving the availability of wireless broadband 
services in regional New Zealand. 
 
2. Section A:  
 
2.1 InternetNZ is pleased that the Ministry has opted for a selection process based on 
expressions of interest with user-defined engineering and licence specifications. 
 
2.2 As noted in our August 2007 radio spectrum submission1, this option is technology 
agnostic and nicely bridges the chasm between general licence and management rights in 
terms of the licencing regime. 
 
3. Section C, Bandwidth Specification:   
 
3.1 InternetNZ is satisfied with the proposed bandwidth specification allocated for the 
Managed Spectrum Park. 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.internetnz.net.nz/issues/submissions/2007/ 

 



3.2 However, given that Managed Spectrum Park is a new concept InternetNZ would 
like to see bandwidth initially restricted to 20MHz for a period of three years, with a 
provision for review for no restriction after three years. As noted by the Ministry, this 
restrictive approach will reduce the likelihood of bandwidth hogging and give providers 
entering the market at later dates a fair chance at access.    
 
4. Sections D – M:  
 
4.1 InternetNZ is satisfied with the proposed processes regarding eligibility, application 
processing, issuance of ARE certificates, and with the Use or Lose provisions.  
 
4.2 InternetNZ is also happy with the six year licence term, and with the Ministry’s 
proposed processes for termination of licences and unused / freed-up spectrum. 
 
5. Section N, Rightholder Expansion & New Entrants:  
 
5.1 In the event that spectrum negotiations between requestors are unsuccessful 
InternetNZ prefers that requestors’ have the right to binding arbitration by an 
independent third party.    
 
5.2 InternetNZ considers that this option will result in certainty of outcome, more so 
than the other options outlined in the discussion paper.    
 
6. Section O, Charges & Fees: 
 
6.1 InternetNZ is happy with the proposed Managed Spectrum Park fees and charges, 
and is pleased that TLA population has been factored into the formula for the resource 
rental charge.  
 
6.2 In respect of payment frequency, InternetNZ considers an annual one-off payment 
to be the best option. 
 

7. Sections P – Q: 
 
7.1 InternetNZ is happy with the indicative terms and conditions of licences, and has no 
issues with the transition arrangement, as outlined in the discussion paper. 
 
8. Section R: MSP Webpage / Communications 
 
8.1 InternetNZ is pleased that the Ministry intends developing a register of parties 
interested in Managed Spectrum Park and an MSP webpage. We suggest the webpage be 
clearly linked from the Ministry’s radio spectrum homepage at www.rsm.govt.nz/cms. 
 
8.2 However, InternetNZ believes that the Ministry could do more than simply provide 
a webpage. For instance, a radio spectrum management staff member could be 



appointed to facilitate greater communication between parties involved in the Managed 
Spectrum Park, possibly through the activities of a mailing list.   
 
9. Section S: Indicative Timetable 
 
9.1 InternetNZ is happy with the indicative timetable proposed by the Ministry.  
 
Regards,  
 

 
 
Keith Davidson 
Executive Director 
InternetNZ 
04 495 2112 
keith@internetnz.net.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


